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The only truth that can and must prevail in the country
is the one disposed of, supplied, and placed by the
dignitary daily on mass media.

Executive Summary 

Two years after their management began and with 

an approval rate close to 60%, President López Ob-

rador keeps making decisions that focus power on 

his being and further Mexicans, increasingly, from a 

palpable recovery concerning a range of issues they 

are currently facing. With this level of apparent con-

sent from society, it seems like the only truth that 

can and must prevail in the country is the one dis-

posed of, supplied, and placed by the dignitary daily 

on mass media.  

Every morning the country hears the same govern-

mental information and instructions from the cabinet, 

explanations, and data that, regrettably, are plagued 

by unsupported data, falsehoods, half-truths, accu-

sations, and calumniation against its “adversaries,” 

as well as unfulfilled promises. On average, accord-

ing to Spin Organization, the president has lied 80 

times during each of his morning conferences. An 

unquestionable truth is found behind that montage: 

the Mexican government has been unable to provide 

visible and perceptible results to an array of issues 

afflicting Mexican society, starting with the ones di-

rectly related to Covid-19.
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The report shows a president that has resorted to 

judiciary changes and decrees to thrust its govern-

ment program, featured by focusing numerous attri-

butions in the federal executive. Seventeen consti-

tutional disputes and five unsolved unconstitutional 

actions are found in the Supreme Court of Justice 

about starkly controversial topics. The allocation of 

attributions and resources to the armed forces keeps 

going, the weakening of autonomous constitutional 

bodies, and, more recently, the attack towards judg-

es failing against the wimps of the president. i.e., 

the CONEVAL, the IFT, the INAI and, the CNDH have 

suffered budgetary cuts from 2018-2021 of 31.8%, 

31.7%, 25.5%, 25.3%, respectively.

Another regime’s feature is the vilification and con-

frontation against anyone with a manifested dis-

agreement with the executive power. The allegation 

to judges on the case of the Electric Industry Law and 

the INE for their decisions on the criteria to assign 

legislative candidates under the principle of propor-

tional representation strengthens the authoritarian 

trends. Other attacks have been toward journalists, 

civil society organizations, political competitors, and 

even governmental authorities. In 2019 and 2020, 

the FEADLE has performed 224 inquests for crimes 

against journalists (an increase of 39.55% in two 

years).  

Mexico: 

one-man government

The allegation against judges on the 
case of the Electric Industry Law and the 
INE for the proportional representation 
strengthens the authoritarian trend. 
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Insecurity keeps high and stable despite creating 

the National Guard with elements, economic and 

human resources from SEDENA and SEMAR, which 

have reached their historical maximums. The current 

government disappeared from the Strengthening 

Security Program (FORTASEG) with a bag of 4 billion 

pesos to reinforce sub-national police departments. 

The historically pending pursuit of justice is another 

one that has not shown improvement. During the last 

ten years, registered impunity in the country has ex-

ceeded 90%. Likewise, the president’s confrontation 

with several local executives gathered in the Federal-

ist Alliance could become a governability crisis. 

Ungovernability 

as an imminent risk

The president’s confrontation with several local 
executives gathered in the Federalist Alliance could 
become a governability crisis.

Image: https://www.infobae.com/america/mexico/2020/08/20/que-es-y-quienes-inte-
gran-la-alianza-federalista/
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A precarious budgetary balance was achieved thanks 

to the tax collection of big taxpayers in dispute. The 

almost complete use of contingency funds and the 

stagnation of public spending represented the al-

most inexistent support to the pandemic effects, 

leaving Mexico among the lowest in the world.

Some recovery later, 30% of Mexicans faced some 

labor scarcity by the end of 2020, whether it was 

due to labor hours reduction, unemployment, or just 

because of the inability to go out and find work due 

to COVID-19. Consequently, there’s been a 1.8% de-

crease in the total labor perceptions, which led to 

consumption reductions. Only 40.7% of people can 

access the food basket with the income received for 

work by the end of 2020: 49.6% of people in rural ar-

eas and 37.8% in urban areas, the highest historical 

record. By June 2020, only 7.9% of occupied people 

received some government support, which was later 

decreased. If there is any economic recovery, it will 

mostly come from the United States demand for our 

manufactured exports, and the remittances that Mex-

icans will send to their families South of the border.  

PRESUPUESTOS DE SEDENA Y SEMAR:

2019 125,753 millones 562,602 pesos

2020 127,586 millones 479,840 pesos

2021 148,033 millones 884,167 pesos

2019–2021 corresponde a un incremento de 11.8%

The Collapse 

of the Economy and Wellbeing 

If there is any economic recovery, it will mostly come 
from the United States demand for our manufactured 
exports, and the remittances that Mexicans will send 
to their families South of the border.
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The government has favored the path of “energy 

sovereignty”, which translates into the rescue of 

Petróleos Mexicanos (PEMEX) as well as the Feder-

al Electricity Commission (CFE). This rescue means 

granting a monopoly of the market to both compa-

nies. Pemex is technically bankrupt, oil production 

has been falling for years and no recovery is in sight. 

On the other hand, the electricity generation policy 

it tends to destroy the incentives to invest in Mexico, 

the undercapitalization of companies that have done 

so, and put Mexico’s relationship with the United 

States and Canada at risk. Mexicans will end up pay-

ing the high cost of electricity generation by CFE´s 

through more taxes, higher rates, or by consuming 

lower quality public goods and services.

Energy irrationality 
and environmental damage

ELECTRICITY GENERATION COSTS (PESOS PER MWH) (2018 = 100)

CFE INDEPENDENT PRODUCERS OF ENERGY  

2,000

1,500

1,000

500

0

PESOS/MWH

01
-0

2

03
-0

4

05
-0

6

07
-0

8

0
9

-1
0

11
-1

2

01
-0

2

03
-0

4

05
-0

6

07
-0

8

0
9

-1
0

11
-1

2 01

2019 2020 2021

Source: In-house elaboration with Memoranda data of calculation of basic supply 
tariffs 2019, 2020, and 2021. Energy Regulatory Commission (CRE by its acronym in 
Spanish).

CFE PRODUCES AT HIGHER COSTS THAN 

PRIVATE PRODUCERS 

The rescue of PEMEX as well as the CFE means   
to empower them with the market’s monopoly.
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The pandemic handling reflected poor management. 

The measures to contain the virus dispersion were 

too lax. Mexico is the second highest lethality rate 

country and the third in the total number of fatali-

ties. Currently, the figures are strong, revealing the 

passing of 5 Mexicans per minute just because of 

Covid-19 (General Direction of Epidemiology, 2021). 

In Mexico, health has not been a priority: The Expen-

diture Budget of the Federation 2021 only considers 

1.85% more than what was considered for 2020. Gov-

ernment priorities have not been to face the sanitary 

catastrophe. 

The pandemic sanitary tragedy 

The pandemic strongest setback is reflected in the “excess 
deaths”, calculated by the Ministry of Health up to week 50. 
According to such information, 680,031 people have passed 
away. 

Image:https://tinyurl.com/mr9jkzf4 © Henry Romero / Reu-
ters.
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The government’s priority has not been to attend 
the sanitary catastrophe; the federal budget for Health 
was increased only 1.85%.

INVESTMENT AMOUNT ALLOCATED IN 2021 TO THE PROJECTS: MAYAN TRAIN, DOS BOCAS REFINERY, SANTA LUCIA 
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, AND VACCINES AGAINST COVID-19

 MAYAN
TRAIN

>36 billion pesos

 DOS BOCAS
REFINERY

> 45 billion pesos 

FELIPE ÁNGELES
AIRPORT

> 21 billion pesos 

Covid-19 VACCINES

> 32 billion pesos

Source: In-house elaboration with information from the Ministry of Finance and Public Credit (2021), Bazán (2020), and El Economista 
(2020).

Images: 

https://tinyurl.com/2zf9tu2p; https://tinyurl.com/46bymu2y; https://tinyurl.com/2mf4pcnd; https://tinyurl.com/4f9bspmw
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Not only has the pandemic collected physical lives, 

but it attacked those who already lacked wellbeing. 

Poverty in Mexico has increased as a consequence of 

the economic crisis and its intensification because of 

the sanitary contingency. People’s percentage with 

lower income to the cost of the food basket (labor 

poverty) went from 35.7% in 2020th first quarter to 

46% in the second, 44.5% in the third to recover in the 

last quarter of the year with 40.7%. Close to 12 mil-

lion job positions were lost between March and June 

2020th, from which 1.1 million were formal jobs. Out 

of the legal jobs lost, 84% were employments with 

incomes among 1 and 2 minimum wages. This loss is 

more acute in magnitude and velocity than any other 

prior crisis. The lack of employment and its instabil-

ity will deepen the increase of poverty. According to 

the last CONEVAL report, the pessimistic stage cal-

culates 70.9 million poor by income, meaning 56.7% 

The social crisis aftermath 

Poverty in Mexico has increased as a consequence of the economic 
crisis and its intensification because of the sanitary contingency. 

Image: https://tinyurl.com/f9kh48x2
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of the population. In spite of said landscape, Mexico 

lacks policies that effectively tumble poverty. 

The closing of the schools has been one of the mea-

sures taken by governments to contain the virus 

spread. Nevertheless, Mexico is one of the few coun-

tries in which schools remain closed. Not returning to 

school during the 2019-20 cycle represented a little 

more than 60 effective class days and severely affect-

ed mental health and other implications. Despite the 

impact on the educational system, the government 

has not destined additional budgetary resources for 

2021 compared to the previous year: 836 thousand 

400 million pesos. 

There’s a social emergency in the issues of discrim-

ination and vulnerability in the country, where insti-

tutional weakening of the bodies designed for those 

issues has taken place: such as the National Institute 

of Older Persons (INAPAM), The National Disabili-

ties Council (CONADIS), the National Council for the 

Prevention of Discrimination (CONAPRED), and the 

National Integral Protection System for Boys, Girls, 

and Youngsters (SIPINNA). Prevention mechanisms 

Image: https://tinyurl.com/
scmfv8jy

Image: https://tinyurl.com/
43jhc44s
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are inexistent, and the pandemic has restricted even 

more the reach of what was done. Social support 

followed a clientele dynamic under this government 

that pretended to watch for the vulnerable groups. In 

practice, social support reformulates the social pact 

motivated by an inherent weakness related to the 

need of said vulnerable groups.  

Images:

https://tinyurl.com/srcr5hyh;     
https://tinyurl.com/7m4zcc5h
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This report of Signos Vitales shows that during the 

first third of this federal government its results are 

scarce at best. Although some actions and policies 

have had a positive impact in their respective spheres, 

this report confirms that millions of Mexicans are still 

waiting for improvements in governance, income, 

health, education, energy and the environment.

Truth is a human value that refers to the coincidence 

between an assertion and reality. If it does not ex-

ist, honesty, good faith and sincerity are called into 

question. This report clearly shows president López 

Obrador’s  permanent recurrence to lies, “the other 

data”, half-truths or assignations without evidence 

to support them.

¶¶

Until now, the federal government results   
are scarce. 

In this report it has been demonstrated the 
permanent recurrence of president López 
Obrador to lies, “the other data” or half-truths, 
as well as those assignations without any 
evidence to support them.  
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E L  P U L S O  D E  M É X I C O
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